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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2015-312
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: May 12, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: F; R; TEU
Date of Analysis: May 15, 2015
Type of Action: Appropriation; Ordinance Code Waiver
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates $6,500 from the Environmental Protection Fund to provide funding which will allow up to ten members of the Environmental  Quality Division staff and personnel from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office to receive on-site training from Rutgers University, as initiated by B.T. 15-069; the ordinance waives Section 360.602, Ordinance Code, to allow monies from the Environmental Protection Fund to be used for training; the ordinance provides for oversight by the Regulatory Compliance Department.
Background Information: The Environmental Quality Division (EQD) receives a large number of noise pollution complaints from citizens throughout Jacksonville on an annual basis. Staff has become certified and responds to these complaints and is able to successfully defend the results of their investigation when enforcement actions ae required.  Community Noise Measurement and Certification training occurs every three years.  In the past, certification has been achieved by having a member of Rutgers University provide the training.  EQD staff conducted an extensive search, but was unable to identify another training source at the present time that provides the depth of training and associated certification.  It was determined that the most cost effective manner by which to achieve the community noise measurement training is to request approval to allow the trainer from Rutgers to travel to  Jacksonville to provide in-house training as opposed to sending EQD and JSO staff to Rutgers University.  In-house training will enable ten individuals (eight EQD and two JSO staff members) to receive the Community Noise Measurement and Certification training to continue the City’s noise pollution program.
Policy Impact: Regulatory Compliance Department/Environmental Quality Division/Environmental Protection Board Trust Fund
Fiscal Impact: This ordinance appropriates $6,500.00.
Analyst: Jackson
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